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Frequently Asked Questions 

 

1. Who are included in the STEM reports? 

All undergraduate students enrolled (full-time or part-time) in a Science, Technology, Engineering, or 

Mathematics (STEM) degree program are included in the reports. 

 

Note: Geography and Psychology are excluded from the reports.  

 

2. What academic disciplines are included in the reports? 

 Biological & Biomedical Sciences 

 Computer & Information Sciences 

 Engineering 

 Mathematics & Statistics 

 Natural Resources & Conservation 

 Physical Sciences 

 

3. What years are covered in the reports? 

The STEM reports cover all enrollments for the fall 2016 semester as well as presents five-year trend data 

for comparison across time (fall 2012 through fall 2016).  

 

4. What does the fall 2016 data cover? 

The fall 2016 data includes STEM enrollments parsed by major, ethnicity, gender, county of origin, and age 

category.  

 

5. What does the fall 2012 to fall 2016 trend data cover? 

The fall 2012 to fall 2016 trend data include STEM enrollment change over time, and data parsed by 

gender, class level, and ethnicity.  

 

6. What counties make up the Bay Area geographic region? 

The six counties that make-up the Bay Area geographic region include: Alameda, Contra Costa, Marin, San 

Francisco, San Mateo, and Santa Clara.  

 

7. Who are Non-Resident Alien students? 

These students are non-U.S. citizens of any ethnicity. 

 

 

 

Acknowledgements: 

The Office of Institutional Research at San Francisco State University would like to thank Thanh-Truc Jeannie 

Nguyen (original design of the reports and trend data) and Tony Chen (updated fall 2016 data).   



Key Findings by Discipline 

Biological & Biomedical Sciences 

 More than two-thirds of the students enrolled in the Biological & Biomedical Sciences were women. In 
fall 2016, women represented 70% of the students in the discipline. 
 

 Latino students were the largest ethnic group, comprising 37% of the students enrolled in the Biological 
& Biomedical Sciences discipline in fall 2016. 
 

Computer & Information Sciences 

 Computer & Information Sciences enrollment increased 122% from fall 2012 to fall 2016. This is the 
largest increase of all STEM disciplines within the past 5 years. 

 Sixty-nine percent of Computer & Information Sciences students enrolled in fall 2016 were from the 
Bay Area. 

Engineering 

 Engineering is the top STEM discipline for Non-Residents and students 19 years old and younger. 
For fall 2016, 12% were Non-Residents and 31% were 19 years old and younger. 
 

 The distribution of Latino students increased 9% from fall 2012 to fall 2016. Enrollment among all 
other ethnic groups remained relatively constant. 
 

Mathematics & Statistics 

 The gender gap steadily narrowed between fall 2013 and fall 2015. However, as of fall 2016, the 
gender gap in Mathematics & Statistics widened to 24% (men: 62% and women: 38%). This is the 
largest gender gap within the past 5 years. 
 

 The distribution of Latino students increased 8% from fall 2012 to fall 2016. In contrast, the 
distribution of White, Non-Latino students decreased 10% from fall 2012 to fall 2016. 

 
  

Natural Resources & Conservation 

 Thirty percent of Natural Resources & Conservation students enrolled in fall 2016 were from 
Southern California. This discipline enrolled the largest percentage of students from the Southern 
California geographic region.   
 

 Natural Resources & Conservation showed the lowest percentage of Non-Resident students of all 
STEM disciplines in fall 2016 (2 students, 1%). 
 

Physical Sciences 

 Physical Science enrollment decreased 4% from fall 2012 to fall 2016. This is the second largest 
decrease of all STEM disciplines (Biological & Biomedical Sciences showed a decrease of 19%). 

 The distribution of Latino students increased 11% from fall 2012 to fall 2016. In contrast, the 
distribution of Asian students decreased 8% from fall 2012 to fall 2016. 

 



Discipline Count

Biological & Biomedical Sciences 1,635 30%

Computer & Information Sciences 1,429 26%

Engineering 1,350 25%

Mathematics & Statistics 225 4%

Natural Resources & Conservation 210 4%

Physical Sciences 654 12%

Total 5,503

Ethnicity Count

Native American 7 0%

Black, African American 223 4%

Latino 1,526 28%

Asian 1,865 34%

Hawaiian, Pacific Islander 26 0%

White 912 17%

Two or More Races 291 5%

Unknown 235 4%

Non-Resident Alien 418 8%

Total 5,503

Gender County of Origin

Gender Count

Female 2,208

Male 3,295

Total 5,503
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Ethnicity

Undergraduate 

STEM Enrollment Trend

New   

Applicants      

&

Total         

Enrollments

Gender

45% 45% 44% 41% 40%

55% 55% 56% 59% 60%

Fall 12 Fall 13 Fall 14 Fall 15 Fall 16

Female Male
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10,798 11,084

12,449
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